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The Proteſtation of the Noblemen, 


Barons, Gentlemen, Borrowes, Mz- 
 piſters, and Commons, &'s 


EE Noblemen, Barons, Gemtles 
men, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and 
Commons, T hat where as We 
the Kings Maieſties true and 
loyall Subjzets , Who have 
ever eſteemed it Our greateſt 
happineſle, to live under a re- 
ligious and r:ghreous King ; 
and Our greateſt glory to te- 
ſtifie our beſt affections to our 
oratious SOveralgne , Have heene in His Maieſties ab- 
ſence from this His native Kingdome Heavily preſſed 
tor a long time paſt, And eſpecially of late with diverſe 
innovations, which both in themſelves, and in the way 
wherein they have beene urged doe mantfeſtly rend to 
the prejudice of the Kings honour and of our religion, 
lawcs and liberties, And by which Wee were brought 
to {uch extremitie, that there was no way left betwixt 
tac rocke of-.excommunication, and the high paine of 
revellion on the one part, and the deſperate danger.of 
torelaking the way of true religion, and the breach of 
our Covenant with God on LI other, But to repreſent 
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- "roreiation 
Gut eace,and preſent our Supplications to the Lords of Se- 
cret Councell , That being equally pondered by Them, 
They might either bee anſwered by Themſelves , or by 
their recommendation might afcend ro His Majeſtics 
owne conſideration. And therefore in all humble man- 
ner Wedid to this eftcR _ th:.r L. we were moft 
willing for the modeſt following of our ſupplications , 
to obey their direction, in choovling Commuttionars for 
the great number of ſupplicants, who flocked rogidder 
from all the quarters of the Kingdome, Were carclull 
to order our ſelves in all Chriſtian and quyct cariage, 
and againſt the tediouſnefle of many and long delayes 
did waite for a long time with verie great patience, till 
at laſt they were pleaſed to receave our Supplications 
Complaints and Billes : Ani conceaving them to con- 
teine welghter mattc!3 then could by theinſclyes bee 
determined, They did promite and undertake to repre- 
ſent and recommend the (ſame, according to their more 
than ordinarie importanceunto His Majeſties royal! con. 
[1deration , and to report His Majeſtics anſrycre. 
While His Majeſties good Subjedts of all racks throneh- 
out the whole kingdome had their mindes wakenec; and 
- their hearts filled with the expeRarion. of agratiousand 
{atisfaQorie anſwere , worthie of His Majzſties pious 
and cquitable diſpoſition ; in the Moneth of February 
Laft , incontinent a rumour fiieth - through the countrey , 
and fillech all cares, That the Lords of His Msjeſtics 
Tecrer Counſell were commanded to make ſuch a Pro- 


Tlamation m—_— the ſervice booke ; booke of ca- 
nons, and the peaccable meetings of His Majeſties good 
SubjeRs in time coming, As Wee were perlwaded to 
Yare becae procured by the ſegrer workings and mali- 


gnane 
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onant 'mifinformation of our adverſaries , Secking for 
their owne private ends, without reſpe& to his Maje- 
ſtics honour , and welfare of this kirk and Kingdome , 
To ſtop the courſe of our legall proceedings , and to 
elcape their owne cit cn{ure * And therefore intending 
to make knowne tio tize Lords of tecrer Counſell what 
was noiſed concernhing the Proclamation , Hoy far the 
wizole kingdome ad beene by ſome finiſtrous miſinfor- 
mation fruitrat of ther lope $,.and their conſtant defire 
to have ſome courſe taken by their Lo, adviſe , How 
His Majeſtic being iurthee informed, might deliver His 
good Subjeas from lo great grievances and feares, and 
eſtabliſh a ſure peace in this countrey tor time ro conc. 
We found our {clives ryed by order of law to decline 
thoſe againſt whoin Wee had made our complaint , 
unleſle We wouid admit our parties to:be our Juges : 
And incacc our declinatour thould not bee accepted , 
Wee behoved to piorcit thar Wee mighe have imme- 
diat recourſe to the King himſelf, &, THERAF.- 
TER in the Moneth of March, finding that ty the fore- 
ſaid proclamarion, tite annoyations {upplicated againſt 
wcre approven , Our lawfull proceedings condemned , 
Our molt neceſſare meetings prohibited , There being 
no ether way left unto Us, wee were necefiitate to 
renew the nationaH Coyeniant- of this Church and King- 
dome, Thereby to reconceale us to God . provoked to 
wrath againſt Js, by the breach of his Covenant with- 
in this Land, to cleare Our Soveraignes minde from all 
jealouſics and ſuſpitions arifing from Our adverſaries 
miſinformation of our intentions and carriage, And ſo 
to make way for his acceptance of our humble ſuppli- 
cations and grant of theit lawfull remedies, to guarde 
this 
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this land in defence of religion, authoricie and libertie, 
againſt inward diviſions , and externall violences , And ,. 
thac our ations might bee anſwerable to our holy pro» 
felon , Wee afterward drew up an humble ſupplicati- 
on, conteining our grievances, and deſires of the ordi. 
narie remedies thereof , to have beene delivered to the 


King himſelfe, In the mean? time Wee were direRed 


by thoſe who were intruſted by His Majeſtie, to attend 
His. declaration heere in Scotland , which would free 1Js 
of all feares of innovations of religion, and prove fariſ- 
factorie. And leaſt for want of true information of our 
juſt. grievances and deftres it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, 
We expreſſed to them with the greateſt modeſtie We 
could our defires in ſome few articles, and with great 
patience have attended His Majeſtics pleaſure thereanent, 
And all chis moneth bygone being frequently convee- | 
ned to heare the ſame delivered by his Majeſties Com- 
miſſionar, the right Noble and Porent Lord, James Mar- 
ques of Hamilton, &c. Wee preſented a new petition to 
his Grace, as his Majeſties COmmifhonar, craving moſt 
humbly the indiQtion of a free Afſemblie and Parlia- 
ment , as the only remedies thereof. Like as finding 
a milinformation , or miſtake of our Covenant with 


God, as if it had beene an unlawtull combination to - 


bee the maine hinderance of obteining our deſires, in 
a new ſupplication Wee have fully removed that in 
pediment, renewed our defires of thoſe ſupreme ju di- 
eatories to bee indicted with diligence » for ſetling of 
the Church and Kinedome : Burt being anſwered only with 
delayes after theſe nine Moneths attendance, and yvirt 
this Proclamation that conreined his Maieſties gratious 


declaration of his pious intentions , not to admit of any. 
1NNovations: 
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innovations in Religion or Jawes, nor atly ſtaine of Po- 
pifh ſuperſtitions, But on the contrare, to be reſolved to 
maintaine the true Chriſtian Religion profeſſed in this 
Kingdome , which Wee were ever ſo far from calling 
in queſtion, as in our ſupplications, complaints and billes 
We uſed the ſame, as one cauſe of ourdclires, one ground 
of our confidence of a gratious anſwere, and argument 
of our adverſaries malignant miſinformation of {o rcli- 
ious a King, And now moſt humblie with berded 
ees, and bowed hearts thanke our gratious Soveraigne 
for the ſame,. Wiſhing and praying the Lord of hcaven 
truely and fully to- informe his Majeſtie , kow Far theſe 
bookes, judicatorics , and all our other evils and grie- 
vances are full of idolatrous ſuperſtitions ; and Pop:ſh 
errors, How deſtructive of the reformation of religion 
in this land, andof thelawes and libertics of this Church 
and Kingdome : And ſodiredtly contrareto this his Ma- 
jeſties pious intention and declaration, Yer ſecing that 
no Proclamation could ſufficiently remove the preſcnt 
evils, Nor ſettle our feares, nor ſecure us from the re- 
entrie of any evill or innovation , which ir ſecmed ro 
diſcharge or prevent the like in time comming , nor 
ſatiſhe OUT humble {upplications 5 craving the pref ent 
indicion of a free Aſſemblie and Parliament, As the 
only remedies of our evils, and meanes to prevent the 
like. AND {ecing this Proclamation dceth not ſo: 
much as make mention, or acknowledge any of Our 
Supplications, Complaints and Gricvances, or any, juſt 
cauſe thereof, Except under the name of great increaſe 
of. diſorders, faults, and miſfdemanours ; But orly-Our 
feares of ſome future innovation of Religion or Laws, 
Occaſioned only as is pretended by the introduction: 
of 


former Rroclamations, ot tie-Nyath of December, and 


 LFrotentation 
of the Service booke;, booke of Canons , and high 
Commiſsion, whichfeares his Majeſtie hoped tg have 
bene aboundantly and ſufficiently: fatiffied by his two 


Nineteenth of Februar : And by this his preſent decla- 
ration, Except his Subje&s be blindly under pretext of 
religion 1:d unto diſobedience. Doth misken, paſſe over, 
andſo in cfiect deny all our ſupplications, billes, articles, 
and defires » Eſpecially our complaints againſt-che pre- 
lats our parties. <And that once for all, In afair andper- 
{waſive way, even afterthe reſaitc of our laſt ſuppplice- 
tion, Clearing us from the calumnie of unlawfull -cams: 
bination, .D OE TH not difſallow , nor, diſcharge a- 
ny of the Innovations , and evils compleined upon , 
But only aſſureth, that his Maieſtie will not preſſe their 
practiſe , Bur in ſuch a faire and: legall way , as ſhall ſa- 
tiſke his Subjects of his intention , which toyned wi 
the orher clauſe, allowing and contirming the procla- 
mation the Ninetcenth of Februar, Evidenceth the liber- 
tie left ro any Prelate or Perlones to practiſe the ſame, 
Ard by all other fairc wayes, To perſwade others there. 
unro : And his Matcſtics reſolution, to preſle their pra: 
ciſe ina Faircand legall way : And alſo confirmeth the 
former declaration, That the Service booke is a ready 
meane. To maintaine the true religion , already profeſs 
ſed, and to beate cut all ſuperſtition, and no wayes to 
be contrare to the lawes of this Kingdome, Bur to be 
compylled and approved, tor the uniyerſall. uſe and cdi- 
fication of all his Majcitizs Snhjelts, . Poets not abo-. 
liſh, but gromiſerh ro recatfie che. high. Commilsion, with 
adviſe 05 his privic Counlſc]l, Implying the Kings power 
with conſent of the :Counſell, To cſtablith this or any 

ra;{icatorie 
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udicatorie within this Kingdome, without conſent of the 
'r:rce eſtates conveened in Parliament, contrary to the 
fundamentall and expreſfle lawes thereof, and by conſe- 
quent, with the like reaſon, to eſtabliſh lawes and ſer- 
vice bookes, without conſent of the Afſemblie and Par- 
liament, Which is contrare to the maine ground of all 
our ſupplications, againſt the manner of that introduQi- 
on. Dveth only promiſe to take unto His conſideration 
in an Aſſemblic and Parliament, which ſhall be called at 
his beſt convenience, While as the cvident and urgent 
neceſſitie, for ſetling the combuſtions,threataing the totall 
diſſolution and JefSlation of this Church and State,Ex- 
cuſeth our unceſſant and importune calling for theſe pre- 
ſent remedies. Doeth inſinuat the continuance and cexecu- 
tion of any pretended lawes, for theſe innovations of wor- 
ſhip, and corruptions of Church governement, and civill 


laces of Church men, Which by our Covenant Wee 
= oblidged our ſelves to forbear, and the reeſtabliſh. 


ment of thoſe evils in an Aſlemblie and P arliament, which 
he will call in his beſt convenience, To wit. for that and 
this other end of ſatisfying His Subjects judgements, a- 
nent the Service booke and booke of Canons. Doeth con- 
demne all our former proceedings;even ourſupplicating, 
compleining, proteſting, ſubſcribing of our Covenant to- 
gether, and our continuall meetings, As great diſorders, 
increaſe of diſorders, delerving juſtly a powerfull rathcr 
then a perlwaſtve way, a. running headlong into ruine, a 
periſhing in our faults, a blinde diſobedience under pre- 
text of religion , and doth threaten and denounce, Now 
once for all, If we be not heartily ſatisfyed and grvete- 
[timony of our obedience . after this declaration, Bur 
-Ontnuc, ©s by our former procecdiags, todraw 0n10ur 
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own ruine, that albeit unwillingly he muſt make uſe of 
that po.ver which God hath indned him with, for re- 
claming of fo diſlobedient pzople, | 
Herctore We, Ia our oynnimse, and in name of all 
who will adhere to the Confeſſion of Faith, and re- 
formation of Religion within this land, are forced and 
compelled out of our bound ducric ro Go4, our King , 
Narive Countrey, our ſelves and our poſteritic, (leſt oar 
ſilence ſhould be prejudiciall ro ſo imporcaur a cauſe, As 
concerns Gods glorie and worthip, our Religion and fal- 
vat10n, The lawes and lbertics of rhis Church and K Ing. 
dome, or derogatorle to our former Jupplications, com 
plints, protcſtations, articles, and procecainys, Or unan- 
{werable to the folemne oath of our ni tonall Cove- 
nant with Gog,) Todeciare betore Go, a1d man, And 


to proteſt, Primo, Tnat we dog and will coaltan:ly adhere 
according to our VOCattan and POIwer tO the laid refor.- 
mation , In dofrine, u'e of Sacraments and diſcipline ; 
And that notwithitandiny of any 1movarions introduced 
therein cichcr of 01d, or of lare, Secando, We proteſt thr 
weadhere to the grievances, fupplica:ions, and protetta- 
tions given an at Ailemblics and Parliaments, and to our 
lair ſupplications, complaints, proteitations , and orher 
lawtull proceedings againſt the fame, and particularly a- 
gainſt the 'ervice hooke, and booke of Canons, As maine 
innovations of Religion and lawes,and tull of Popiſh ſuper- 
ſition, and ſo dir-Rly contrareto the Kings declaration, 


| and againſt the high Commiſſon, as a judicatorie eſt- 


bl:ſhed conrrare to the Lawes and liberties of this church 
and kingdome, and deſtructive of ocher lawfull judicato- 
ries, which borh 1n reſpect of the nature of ir, and man- 
ner of introduction, without conſent of the three cltars 
of 
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of Parliament, cannot bee any wayes reRihed, but abſo- 
lurely diſcharged. Tertis, Wee proteſt that Wee adhere 
with Our hearts to our oath and ſubſcription of the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, the ſolemne Covenant b. tweene God, 
this Church and kingdome, and the claulcs particularly 
therein expreſſed, and generally conicined, ani to our laſt 
articles for the peace of this Ciurch and Kingdome, 
drawne out of ity and to all the marters therein conrei- 
ned, and manncr of remcdie therein.ictired. £#uarto, we 
proteſt, that mis Proclamation or act of Cuunicll, or any. 
other act or proc|1mation or declaration, or ratification 
thereof, By ſi.blcription or act, or letter, or any other 
manner of way whatlocver, or any precondemnation of 
our cauſe or carriage, betore tie lame be lawfully heard 
and tryed in the ſupreme judicatorics of r!1is ciurch and 
kingdome, the only proper judges ro narional] cauſcy 
an proceedings, or any ccrtificauvn or threatning there. 
ia denunced, ſhill ny waves bee prejudiciall ro the cons 
feſſion of Faith , lawes and liberties of rhis Kingdome, 
nor to our ſupphcations, compl :tnts, proteſtations, arti= 
cles, lawfull meet:ngs, Procecdings, periutes, mutuall de- 
fences, nor to our perſons and eftares, and ſhall no wayes 
bee diſgracefull either in realitie or opinion, at home or 
abroad, to Us or any of Us: But on the contrare, thar 
ally act or letter, or ſubſcripiion of the Counſlcll, catry- 
ing the approbarion of the d«claraticn, and concemna.- 
tion of our proceedings , india rarſa, is, and ought to 
bee repure and eſteemed unjuſt. legall and null, as here 
before God and man Wee offer to clearc and to verifie 
both rhe juſtice of our cauſe and carriage, and the inju- 
[tice of ſuch acts againſt 1Js, in the face of the firſt ge- 
nerall Afemblic of the Church and Parliamcot of the 
Eſtates, 
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Eſtates, unto whom, with all ſolemnities requiſite Wee 
do publialy appeale. Luinto, Wee proteſt, that ſeeing 
our former ſupplications, laſt articles, and our laſt deſire 
and petition to His Majeſties Commiſhonar, which pe. 
titioned for the preſent indiction of a free generall Af. 
ſemblie and Parliament, According to the law and cu- 
ſtome of all nations, and of this nation in the like cace, 
To heare the deſires, eaſe the grievances, and ſettle the 
fcares of the body of the Church and kingdome, are thus 
delayed, and in effe& refuſed, To wit , Once for all, till 
| His Majeſties conveniencie for the ends conteinedin this 
Proclamation, that We continue by thir preſents to ſup- 
plicat His Majeſtie againe and againe, for the granting of 
the ſame: And whatſoever trouble or inconvenience fall 
out in this land in the meane time, for want of theſe or- 
dinarie remedies, and by the praQtiſe of any of theſe in- 


novations and cvils, contrare to our ſupplications , arti- 
cles, and confeſſion, it be not impured unto Vs, who 


moſt humbly beg theſe lawfull remedies, Burt alſo, that 
it is, and ſhall bee lawfull unto Us, todefend and main- 
:2inc the religion, laws, and liberties of this kingdome, 
the Kings Authoritie in defence thereof, and every one 
of Vs one anorher in that cauſe, of maintaining the reli- 
gion, and the Kings forcſaid Authoritie, according to our 
power, vocation, and covenant, withour beſt counſell, bo- 
dies, lifes, meanes, and whole ſtrength, againſtall perſons 
whatſoever, and againſt all externall or internall inyaſ1- 
ons manaſled in this proclamation, Like as that in the 
great cxigence of the church, neceſſitating the ule of this 
ordinaric and lawfull remedies, for ſerling the commo- 
tions thereof, it is, and ſhall beleaſlome unto Vsto appoint, 
hold, and uſe the ordinaric meanes, our lawfull mcetings 


and 
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and Aﬀemblies of the Church, agreeable to the law of 
God, and pradtiſe of the primitive Church, the Acs of 
the generall Aſſemblies and Parhaments, and the example 
of our Worthic Reformers in the like caſ?. Sexto, Wee 
proreit, that our {ormer Supplications, Complaints, P ro- 
teſtations, Confcſlions, meetings, proceedings, and mu- 
tuall defences , of cyery one another in thu Cauſe, As 
they aregand were in themſelves moſt neceſfare, and or- 
derly meanes agreeable to the lawes, and practiſe of this 
Church and Kingdome, to be commended as reall duc- 
ties of faithful! Chriſtians, loyall Subje*ts , and ſenf1ble 
members of the bodie of the church and Kingdome;, and 
no wiſeto be ſtyled: nor accounted great diſforders, mil- 
demanours, blindedifſobedience under pretext of Religi- 
on, and running headlong into ruine, &c. So they pro- 
ceeded only from conſcience of our duety to God, our 
| King, nativecoumrey; and ow pulteritic, and doerh Tend 
to no other end , Bur ro the preſ::rvation of the true re- 
formed Religion, the Conteſsion of faith, lawes, and [i. 
berties of this His Majeſtics moſt ancient Kingdome, and 
of his Majeſties authoritle, in detence thereof and Sati(- 
faction of our humble deſires, conteined in our {upplica. 
tions, Complaints, and articles, Unto the which we ad- 
hereagaine and againe; As we would eſchew the curſe 
of the Almightie God, following the breach of his Co- 
venant : And yer we do certainely expect according to 
ne Kings Majeſtie his accuſtomed goodneſle, andjuſtice, 
that his ſacred Majeſtic after a true information of the ju- 
[tice of our cauſeand carriage, Will preſently indi theſe 
ordinary remedies of a free Aſſemblie and Parliament 
to our juſt ſupplications, complaints, and articles, which 
may be expecedzand uſeth to bee granted from ſo wy 
= an 


an” 


_ 


and grations a King; towards molt loyall ihd dietifall 
Subjects, calling for redreſle of fo _ prievances, And © 
praying heartily that his Majeſty may long and profpe- : 
rouſly reigne over Us. 


WW Hereupona Noble Earle, John Earle of (Caffles, &e. 
In name of the Noble men , Maſter <Alexender 
Gibſon, younger. of Derie, in name of the Barons, James 
F.etcher, Proveſt of Dandie, [nname of the Borrowes, Ma- 
ſter John Ker, Miniſtcr at Salt-Preſloun , In name of the 
Miniſters, and Maſter Archbald jhonſton, Reader heereof, 
In name of all who adhere to the Confeſſion of Faith 
and Covenant , lately renewed within this Kingdome, 
Tooke inſtruments in the hands of three Noters preſent, 
at the ſaid mercatcroiſe of Edinburgh being invironed with 


great Numbers of the foreſaid Noblemen, Barons, Gen- 
tlemen, Borrowes, Miniſters and Commons, Before ma- 


ny Hundreth witneſſes, and craved the extraR thercof : 


And in token of their duetifull reſpe& to his Majeſtie , 
confidence of the equirie of their cauſe, and innocencie of 
their cariage and hope of his Majeſties gratious acceptance, 


They offered in all humilitie with ſubmiſle reverence a 
copic thereof to the Kzerauld. 


FINIS. 


